
 

Marilyn SanClemente								 	 508-574-1967	 	 						marilyn.sanclemente@comcast.net	
images	©	Stampin’	Up!						 	 	 	 	 													Stamping	New	England	Designs	

Mari lyn ’ s  Creat i ve  Proce s s  
 
Thank you for stopping by today and signing up for my mailing list.  I am going to share with you my 
process for designing the projects that you see on my website and FB pages! 
 
I often get stuck in the Creative process and so Sketches have become my favorite way to design 
cards or scrapbook pages.  Many times there is a stamp set and a set of Designer paper in front of 
me that I want to use but don’t know where to start in the process.  So today I am sharing my secret 
to the design process with 4 sketches for basic cards. 
 

1. I look for a sketch (card layout or scrapbook page) that 
has a focal point on the sketch that is approximately 
the same size as the stamped image or sentiment that 
I want to use for my card or scrapbook page. 

2. Next I select the Designer paper that I want to use with 
the stamp set or image.  Did you kow that Stampin’ Up! 
lists the colors for each pattern on the back of the DSP 
package, which makes finding the colors very easy. I 
pull out a couple of sheets of the cardstock colors that 
are in the DSP and start with the sketch. 

3. Next select one of the coordinating colors to use as a 
card base or you can use white as the card base.  
Many times I like to use a light color since these are 
easier to write messages inside the cards.  If you use a darker color I recommend adding a 
layer of white to the inside of your card to write a personal note. 

4. These are the measurements for a standard card: 
a. Card base – use an 8 ½” x 11” piece of cardstock and cut in half at 5 ½.   
b. Score these pieces at 4 ¼” and fold in half.  You now have 2 card bases that 

measure 5 ½” x 4 ¼”.   
c. So then all measurements work down from there.  Layers can usually work down 

from ¼”.  So a typical 2nd layer would be 5 ¼” x 4”.  If you want a wider layer then go 
down ½” on your layers. 

 
Those are the basics to making a card. 
Let’s get started! 
 
NOTE:  I used the Varied Vases stamp set (146664) with the coordinating punch (147040) and 
Garden Impressions DSP for my samples here. 
 
 
Happy Stamping! 
 
Marilyn SanClemente
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Sketch 1 
 

 
 

Cutting Instructions: Card using the Varied Vases Stamp set 
1. 1.  Card base 8 ½” x 11” cut in half at 5 ½” 

and scored at 4 ¼” 
1. Card Base – Cut soft Seafoam  in half 

at 5 ½” and scored at 4 ¼” to form 
card base. 

2. Layer 1: cut a background piece of DSP to  
5 ¼” x 4” 

2. Layer 1 – Cut a patterned piece of 
Garden Impressions DSP to 5 ¼” x 4” 

3. 3.  Cut a coordinating piece of DSP to make 
the Stripe across the card: 1 ¼” x 5 ¼” 

3. DSP Stripe – Cut a coordinating 
piece of DSP to1 ¼” x 5 ¼”  

4. 4.  Layer a solid color DSP below the stripe:  
solid cardstock:  1 3/8” x 5 ¼” 

4. Layer for the Stripe – 1 3/8” x 5 ¼” 
piece of Melon Mambo Cardstock 

5. 5.  Focal point:  White Cardstock – 2” x 2 ¾” 5. Focal Point:  White CS - 2” x 2 ¾” 
6. 6.  Cardstock layer below – 2 1/8” x 2 7/8 6. Layer below the focal point – Melon 

Mambo CS cut to 2 1/8” x 2 7/8. 
7. Cut a piece of white ribbon to tie 

around the decorative stripe across 
the card. 

 8. I stamped two vase images with 
Black Ink and added flowers to each 
vase.  The vases and flowers were 
colored using markers that match the 
ink colors of Melon Mambo and 
Crushed Curry in the DSP that I 
selected. 
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Sketch 2 
 

  
Cutting Instructions: Card using the Varied Vases Stamp set 
1.  Card base 8 ½” x 11” cut in half at 5 ½” and 
scored at 4 ¼” 

1. Card Base – Melon Mambo cut in half at 5 
½” and scored at 4 ¼” to form card base. 

2.  Layer 1: cut DSP to 5 ¼” x 4” 2. Layer 1 – patterned piece of Garden 
Impressions DSP cut to 5 ¼” x 4” 

3.  DSP Stripe across the card: 1 ¾” x 5 ¼” – 
Choose a pattern that coordinates with the 
background pattern. 

3. DSP Stripe – 1 ¾” x 5 ¼” piece of DSP with 
multicolored Rose pattern 

4.  Layer below the stripe:  solid cardstock:   
2” x 5 ¼”.  Use a piece of whisper white 
cardstock cut to 1” x 5 ¼” and punch with a 
decorative border.  Attach the border to the layer 
in between the DSP and Coordinating layer 

4. Layer for the Stripe – 2” x 5 ¼” piece of 
Calypso Coral Cardstock.  Create a 
decorative border from a piece of 1” x 5 ¼” 
piece of whisper white cardstock with a 
border punch or a fancy border die.  Attach 
the border to the bottom of the DSP stripe. 

5.  Focal point:  White Cardstock – White oval 
approximately 2 ½” x 3 ½” ( I used the Layering 
Oval dies from Stampin’ Up! to cut the white oval 
and the coordinating scallop below). 

5. Focal Point: Cut an oval from a piece of 
White Cardstock.  Stamp your image.  I 
stamped two vases with flower stems.  I 
colored the stems and flowers with markers 
and punched out two vases from a scrap of 
DSP.   Then color a line of Crushed Curry 
ink below the vases to look like a table. 

6.  Cardstock layer below – Scalloped oval one 
size larger in coordinating color of solid CS. 

6. Layer below – Cut a scalloped oval one size 
larger.  Attach to the left side of the card over 
the border. 
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Sketch 3  

  
Cutting Instructions: Card using the Varied Vases Stamp set 
1.  Card base 8 ½” x 11” cut in half at 5 ½” and 
scored at 4 ¼” 

1.  Card Base – Cut a piece of Pacific Point in half 
at 5 ½” and score at 4 ¼” to make card base. 

2.  Layer 1: cut DSP to 5 ¼” x 3”.  Cut a 
coordinating piece of cardstock to 5 ¼” x 1 ¾”.  
Line up the bottom edge of the DSP with the 
coordinating CS to make a 5 ¼” x 4” layer.   

2.  Layer 1 – Cut a piece of DSP to 5 ¼” x 3”.  Cut 
a coordinating piece of so saffron Cardstock to 5 
¼” x 1 ¾”.  I embossed this piece with an 
embossing folder to add texture.  Line up the 
bottom edge of the DSP with the so saffron layer 
to make a 5 ¼” x 4” layer. 

3.  Cut a ¾” x 5 ¼” piece of cardstock the same 
color as the base and attach across the seam of 
the 2 layers.  You can also use ribbon here. 

3.  Cut a ¾” x 5 ¼” piece of Pacific point CS to ¾” 
x 5 ¼”.  Attach across the seam of the two pieces 
that form the layer.  You can also use ribbon over 
seams like this. 

4.  Focal point:  White Cardstock – White oval 
approximately 2 ½” x 3 ½”   (I used the Layering 
Oval dies from Stampin’ Up! to cut the white oval 
and the coordinating scallop below). 

4.  Focal Point: Cut an oval from a piece of White 
Cardstock.  Stamp your image with black ink.  I 
stamped 1 vase with flower stems.  Color the 
stem with markers to match the colors of the DSP.   
Stamp a patterned vase from the stamp set with 
Crushed Curry ink on a scrap of white CS and 
punched out the vase using the punch that 
matches the stamp set. 

5.  Cardstock layer below Oval – Scalloped oval 
one size larger in coordinating color of solid CS. 

5.  Layer below – Cut a scalloped oval one size 
larger from a piece of Pacific Point CS (same 
color as the card base).   Attach to the left side of 
the card over the border. 

6.  Stamp a sentiment on a scrap of white CS.  
Cut out and attach over the border. (I used the 
Classic Label Punch 141491) 

6.  Stamp “thanks” with black ink on a scrap of 
white CS.  Cut out with the Classic Label punch 
and add over the border. I used a scrap of So 
Saffron below to highlight the sentiment. 
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Sketch 4 

  
Cutting Instructions: Card using the Varied Vases Stamp set 
1.  Card base 8 ½” x 11” cut in half at 5 ½” and 
scored at 4 ¼” 

1.  Card Base – Cut a piece of So Saffron in half 
at 5 ½” and score at 4 ¼” to make card base. 

2.  Layer 1: cut DSP to 5 ¼” x 4”.  2.  Layer 1 – Cut a piece of DSP to 5 ¼” x 4.  
Attach to card base. 

3.  Layer 2:  cut middle layer of DSP to 3” x 4”. 3.  Cut a 3” x 4” piece of a second DSP pattern 
and attach to the center of the card.  I lined up 
my DSP ¼” from the top and left side. 

4.  Focal point:  Cut a piece of White Cardstock 
to 2 ¼” x 3” 

4.  Focal Point: Cut a piece of White Cardstock 
to 2 ¼” x 3”.  Stamp the 3 vases with black ink 
and add flowers.  Color the flowers with a 
marker.  Punch out vases from scraps of the 
DSP.  Attach over the vases.  Use a dimensional 
on the vase in the center to make up pop up. 

5.  Cardstock layer below – Cut a piece of 
coordinating cardstock to 2 3/8” x 3 1/8”. 

5.  Cut a piece of Night of Navy cardstock to 2 
3/8” x 3 1/8” .  The white cardstock with the 
vases on this layer.  Attach to the right side of 
the card center. 

6.  Stamp a sentiment on a scrap of white CS.  
Cut out and attach on the bottom left hand 
corner. (I used the Classic Label punch 141491) 

6.  Stamp a sentiment on a scrap of white CS.  
Cut out with the Classic Label punch and attach 
on the bottom left hand corner. 
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I hope you have enjoyed my tutorial!  Looking for other Crafting ideas and tutorials?  Check out 
my online classes on my website:  http://stampwithmarilynclasses.com/online-classes/ 

Interested in videos with technique details?  Check out my You Tube page:  
https://www.youtube.com/user/marilynsanclemente 

And of course watch my newsletter for updates, new techniques and lots of great ideas and 
inspiration! 

You can contact me at Marilyn.sanclemente@comcast.net or call my cell phone at 508-574-
1967. 

And of course – don’t forget to LIKE me on Facebook! 

 

Marilyn SanClemente 

 

 

 

 

 

 


